TOO                    PROBLEMS OF POWER
sunk their differences, and France, recovering her national self-consciousness, has presented to the world an impregnable battle-front.
IV
The foregoing pages show the obvious absurdity of using for the interpretation of French events the same general ideas which serve to explain events occurring among peoples who live according to another social system, and are therefore the product of quite another historic evolution. The struggle in France between the Catholic Church and the Republican State, as well as the Dreyfus Affair, are excellent illustrations of this truth. The record of the purely political and constitutional development of France, as affected by its social and economic evolution, is no less conclusive proof that the only absolute fact in_. the,,world is^ that all things are relative.
During an entire week in March 1909 some five or six thousand Parisian postmen and telegraph clerks, assisted by their comrades in the provinces, remained absent from their posts and imposed their will on nearly forty millions of their fellow-citizens. Startled spectators in other countries immediately concluded that France was in revolution. The event in question was called a " strike/' but it was a strike of a new kind, in reality an interesting symptom of the evolution of French society under the influence of Democratic principles. It was the revolt of a considerable group of one privileged class of the French nation against the national Parliament; and the executive authority in the nation was, for a time, so paralysed that none of the numerous acts of insubordination connected with the event was punished, while, in order to restore the normal life of the community, the Prime Minister was obliged to parley directly with the representatives of the group of State officials, as Roman Emperors negotiated with the pretorians.